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The saturated news coverage -
given to the space flight of astron-
aut Alan B. Shepard Jr. helped

i tremenodusly to boost the prestige

that the flight engendered for the
United States, especially in all
parts of the free world. Free and
unlimited reportage of this histor-

" jcal event was in sharp contrast to

the controlled and hushed-up cov-
erage permitted hy the Russians

. when their man made an orbital

flight around the earth on April 12.

It was not unusual to hear sug--
gestions before the Shepard flight

. that the United States refrain from

publicizing its first attempt to put a

" man into space, for fear of the

humiliation that would ensue if

" the flight were a failure. But the

flight turned out almost perfectly,

" and all the world was allowed “to
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i take part in the fantastic adven-

ture.” Thus was purveyed one of
the many great differences that
exist between a closed and open
society. Anyway, as President Ken-
nedy pointed out, this kind of enter-

! prise has to be exposed to the pub-
¢ lic in a free society.
| But another big news story that

3

;

. —————

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/05/29 : CIA-RDP67-00318R000100790084-0

%Cold War News Can Help Or Hin

came out of Florida and the Carib-
bean area a few weeks ago harmed

-~ rather than-enhanced the country’s

prestige. The ill-fated Cuban in-
vasion perhaps could not possibly
have succeeded as it was planned
and undertdken, and thus the fail-
ure could not be attributed to all
the premature .and exaggerated
publicity it received. Nevertheless,
if there had been any chance of

e TN . d
success, the invasign,attempt doubt-

less would.have been. thwarted by

alldbedews given to the recruiting
. and training of Cuban refugees for .

* the venture, one that was supposed

to be a ‘hi§h1y covert o[gerag_gn of
the H“ ‘Q%arﬁ nte ig’enc

Agency. .. .
»T%%n fiasco- has raised
oubts whether the United States

cai Teally engage. in, clandestine

_opéfations “against the spread of

coffimunism ifg ressgisufree,to
print advance news .of such ‘ven-
tureg, e n
"There are times, of course, as in
case of war or other situations that
threaten the mnational security,
when those of us in the news dis-
semination business must exercise
self-restraint. That this can be done
without imposing governmental
censorship or abridging the rights
of a free press was proved possible
by the self-censorship employed by
the press during World ‘War IL
Cold War reporting possibly calls
for the same kind of restraint and
responsihility that a sports editor
exercises when he givés full pub-,
licity to .a forthcoming athletic’
event without revealing the home.
teamn’s weaknesses, signals or se-,

cret strategies. i
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